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When a priest is ordained, many things happen at the
ceremony. He is consecrated using long prayers calling
down the Holy Spirit. The bishop lays hands on his head,
and the priest's hands are anointed. There are also items
that he receives. The bishop presents a chalice and paten,
instruments that he will use for Mass. Then the newly
ordained is dressed in the priestly garb. He’s given a
stole (looks like a scarf hung over the neck and hangs to
the knees) and a chasuble (pancho looking thing).
In the old Ordination Rite before Vatican II, the

ordaining bishop said these words (in Latin) when he put
the stole on the new priest: “Take the yoke of the Lord,
for His yoke is sweet and His burden light.” I don’t
know about you, but when I think of a yoke, I see it as
something heavy and burdensome. C’mon, yokes are
used for stubborn oxen. But in the old Ordination Rite,
we hear that our Lord’s yoke is light and easy. Why?
Brothers and sisters, as a priest, the stole is a reminder

to me that I am a servant and under the will of the one
who controls the yoke, the stole, and that is GOD! BUT,
his yoke is easy and light only if I am fully dependent
upon his grace and spirit to help me in my ministry. So
the stole that is presented to the priest is not really his
own, it’s God’s stole! I have always found this image
and symbolism very powerful.
Much of the time, the stole is a liturgical garment that

is never seen. Most of the time it is covered by the
chasuble. But there is a time in a particular liturgy when
it can be used.
At a wedding ceremony, the first item of the ceremony

includes the consent from the wedding couple. The
couple join their right hands together and consent that
each are there by their own free will to make this
marriage. They make vows to each other pledging love
and service. Right after this consent, the priest says,
“What God joins together, let no one put asunder.”
Most priests say this short prayer while holding their

wedding ceremonial book. But there are a few, including
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me, who will get the vestment stole he is wearing for the
liturgy, wrap the couple’s joined hands with the stole,
and then say the words, “What God joins together, let no
one put asunder.”
It is an old practice of the Church that is not always

performed, but like a stole that binds a man to his
priesthood, the stole is used here in a beautiful wedding
ceremony to show that God binds these two persons
forever. And God makes it a bond that can never be
broken. The couple must take on this yoke, this stole, so
as to make their marriage sweet and light. The couple
make their marriage the servant to God’s yoke/stole.
The yoke/stole, or rather let’s call it, God’s stole, is an

image and symbol of his binding power. I pray that
using this image and symbol, new couples will see that
God will always be with them in their married life, in his
sweet and light role, the caretaker of the marriage.
If you know someone getting married, share this

article with them.
—Father Macario

God’s stole

"Men of Galilee, why are you standing
there looking at the sky? This Jesus who
has been taken up from you into heaven

will return in the same way as you have seen
him going into heaven."

—Acts 1: 11
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There are many homilies of Fr. Gallatin’s that I re-
member. One on the Transfiguration spoke with such in-
sight on the profound moments of clarity that make the
Divine presence visible that the Transfiguration has be-
come my favorite observance.
But it was a homily—I don’t know around what read-

ing it was based—about authenticity that prompted me
to write down the key words on the Mass sheet as soon
as I got to my car so I wouldn’t forget.
True authenticity comes from spontaneity, creativity

and imagination.
Just in February, Father picked up this theme of spon-

taneity during a conversation about . . . well, with Father
it is difficult to remember what the conversation might
have started about, perhaps the state of the Church or
civic leadership, maybe teaching, but it came around to
the authentic nature of Jesus.
Jesus’ miracles, he said, are all acts of spontaneity: Je-

sus is approached by his mother at a wedding, the fisher-
men he meets are having no luck at sea, a blind man
calls out to him, a mad man possessed pleads with him
in Gerasenes. His observation was about how Jesus re-
sponds to needs that often interrupt his plans. These
miraculous responses are unplanned and carried out
without ceremony, but even in his reluctance, Jesus’ im-
pulses were divine. I think of the saying I’ve been hear-
ing lately, “how you do anything is how you do every-
thing.” Spontaneous and without guile, Jesus was the
good news of the Everlasting working within the world.
Our conversation about the spontaneity of Jesus did

not spill over into creativity per se. But I’ve stared for
years at the ripped corner of an old Mass sheet held by a
magnet to the refrigerator and contemplated that connec-
tion suggested by Father between being real and being
creative.
Creativity is a gift of God: evidence that humans are

made in the image and likeness of God. The ability to
create—not just procreate as even butterflies and boars
can do, but create—is exercising genuine humanity. Au-
thentic means to be of undisputed origin and genuine.
With each creative act, we declare we are children of
God. Genuinely heirs to the Kingdom.
Fr. Wolf during his funeral homily for Fr. Gallatin in-

voked Father’s frequent comment that the Church needs
to act with imagination. Had I not heard Fr. Gallatin
posit the theory that the former grounds of St. Gregory’s

could have been kept to build a rehabilitation facility for
sufferers of opioid addiction, perhaps I wouldn’t have
understood as clearly how imagination applies to an in-
stitution. It is an expression of authentic authority to
keep imagining how to be a path of salvation. Some days
it might only be imagination that reminds us that each
individual is a child of God, even if she can’t imagine it.
As a priest in a very old tradition, in a very organized

religion, who celebrated a very regulated liturgy, I think
Fr. Gallatin’s valuing of imagination, creativity and
spontaneity was how he was an effective priest. It is a
lasting homiletic message too that suggests how the
Church—institution and people—retain authentic rele-
vancy in a shifting society.

—Kathy Judge

Spontaneity, Creativity and Imagination
In memory of Fr. Gallatin



6 Teacher: This essay on your pet cat is word for
word the same as your brother's.
Student: It's the same cat.

6 Why did everyone want the music teacher to be

on their baseball team?
Because she had the perfect pitch.
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Paula Murphy is the St. Charles Borromeo 2019 Wom-
an of Achievement. Paula and her husband Mike joined
St. Charles in 1981. They have two sons, both are St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic School alumni: Sean who is
in the US Navy, and Brian who lives in Oklahoma City.
Paula regularly exhibits her love for God and neigh-

bor, and understands she is living out that command-
ment. After joining the parish, she and Mike began a
life-long journey of ministry and service to the St.
Charles community. As an active member of the Women
of St. Charles, Paula’s involvement and service to the
Parish is truly sacramental: an image of Christ serving
others.
When St. Charles partnered with Mercy Health to open

a free healthcare clinic for the underinsured, Paula of-
fered her experience with the Oklahoma Medical Center

Virology Department. It
wasn’t long before Paula
would be an influence on
the Parish Stewardship
Committee, inspiring oth-
ers to her penchant for ser-
vice.
When it became appar-

ent the Parish needed ush-
ers and greeters, Paula was
eager to step up, sharing

her contagious attitude and friendly welcome, greeting
others attending mass. Paula and Mike have always in-
volved themselves helping the least among us. They
have been active leaders and participants in the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society and participate in the Mobile Meals
program in NW OKC.
Paula volunteers for several tasks as a member of the

WOSC leadership team. She chairs their monthly Bunco
activity, which involves over 30 women of the Parish
who meet for a friendly game of Bunco, centered around
Christian fellowship.
Finally, Paula actively supports activities and charities

outside of the parish. She is a Court-Appointed Special
Advocate volunteer, advocating for three foster children
in the Oklahoma City Community. She also volunteers
at the Blessed Stanley Rother gift shop at the Archdio-
cese Pastoral Center and gives tours of the Oklahoma
Governor’s mansion.

—Anne King

Woman of Achievement—PaulaMurphy Sacred Family Tales – An anecdote from the Humilitas
ongoing series: This one comes from Sister Rose Marie
Gallatin, aunt of Father Paul Gallatin. She is a Sister of
Divine Providence, a retired English teacher and lifelong
poet and writer who lives in San Antonio and is soon to
celebrate her 90th birthday.

The Fall of Man
We were sixteen Sisters just out of the

Novitiate in 1950. We were told to go to Our
Lady of the Lake College, as it was called then,
and take a Church History course. There was a
large blackboard all across the front of the room.
Father M_____ was brought from the

Outbacks of Australia to teach the course! He
read to us from notes extensively, then launched
out on his own, beginning with the story of the
Creation of Adam and Eve. Imagine a Church
History course beginning with the Creation! A
long history!
Father quoted: God said, “It is not good that

the man should be alone. I will make him a helper.
So out of the ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field and every bird of the air,
and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. Whatever the man called every
living creature, that was its name. But there was
not found a helper for the man.”
So here was the dramatic part: Father said,

“The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man and while he slept, took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib
which the Lord God had taken from the man he
made into a woman and brought her to the man.”
Father faced the class and was leaning against

the blackboard, hands on either side resting
heavily on the chalk ledge. He smirked, “You
might say, then, that woman is just a side issue.”
The instant he said that the entire huge
blackboard fell from the wall with a loud crash!
Chalk dust was everywhere. We could scarcely
see Father.
Later, someone said, “God heard him say that

and She was not pleased!!!
I was there! What an experience! I will never forget it.

—Sister Rose Marie Gallatin, CDP,
Congregation of Divine Providence






Perry Lott – Prodigal Son, Example of God’s Amazing Grace Part 2
“I turned my back on God but He never turned His back on me.”
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“The thing that turned it all around was when I
stopped focusing on my own miseries. I resigned my life
to be inside the penitentiary. I talked to God about it. I
knew I had to do something. I had resigned myself to dy-
ing in there. I decided God had me where He wanted me.
All of this stuff I’d been through had a purpose. This
suffering could be used for someone else’s benefit.”
A fellow inmate, Clarence Bramlett, served as a guide

back to the Christian faith. Perry said, “I was a little bit
stronger after that. . . I focused on other people’s issues.
What can I do for you? I reached out to the younger peo-
ple. They were kids in an adult’s world. I expounded up-
on daily in the name of Jesus. I was coming from a sa-
cred place. They listened and I saw lives changed.”
Perry also started thinking about the Bible’s mentions

of sparrows (Matthew 10:29) and the Old Testament sto-
ry of injustice and betrayal of Joseph by his brothers
(Genesis 37:12-36).
“I’m worth more than a sparrow. I knew God had to be

aware of my circumstances.”
Another turning point was, “when I stopped asking

God to get me out of prison and asked Him to help me
get ready to get out of prison.” The Innocence Project
took on his case in 2011. “He said, “It took a ton of
weight off my shoulders.” They advocated for his release
in a six-year, slow-moving but ultimately successful le-
gal case.
In 2005, a near-death experience was yet another faith

strengthener and life changing event. A staph infection
that turned to MRSA ravaged his neck and spinal col-
umn. “I knew this was it. My eyes were growing dim. I
saw the Grim Reaper; a dark shadow dropping down
over everything.”
Eric Elliott, an orderly at the prison infirmary, saw

Perry’s condition worsening and prayed with him. “He
knelt in front of me and we prayed. That gave me
strength until I got to the hospital. The doctor who per-
formed my emergency surgical procedure noted that an-
other twenty-four hours delay would have meant death
instead of life.”
Hospitalized for a couple months, Perry noted that

fourteen years later, “I am still recovering. I’ll never be
100% again. Physically I’m healthy but I’m permanent-
ly, partially disabled. . . I had a re-awakening after that

near death experience. I’m the same person with a whole
different attitude.”
He walks with difficulty, leaning heavily upon a cane.

His keen intelligence, knowledge of current events and
intellectual curiosity indicate time spent productively.
He is also a lifelong artist whose subject matter is nature
and religion in the Surrealist style. He draws on his
imagination for interpretation of information and stimuli.
Perry says the national media attention about his re-

lease was a positive, “All the years deprived of family
and friends. Finally, someone wanted to hear what I had
to say. . . I have a voice and my circumstances are a plat-
form for God to speak through me.” Perry proudly
shows the ring he received from the Innocence Project. It
says “Exoneree”; see page five.
Perry speaks to groups and lives by the III principle; to

Inspire, Impart and Inform. He did not receive a settle-
ment from the State for his years spent in prison but
lives on gifts.
There are people in his life who want the best for him;

family and friends, who are mentors, encouragers and
cheerleaders. He is active in a local church and is navi-
gating everyday obstacles such as technology, finding
his way around Oklahoma City, and the multitude of
changes in the world in the past thirty years.
He said, “As the world turns—I have decided to see

only God’s goodness, graces, and glory everywhere. I’ve
seen God in everyone I come across.” “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God.” Matthew 6:33.
Perry Lott acknowledges there are folks like him, in

other kinds of “prisons”—illness, poverty, disability, in-
firmity, isolation, grief, and he hopes his story will bring
some comfort and reassurance that “Wisdom is the prin-
cipal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy get-
ting get understanding.” –Proverbs 4:7 KJV.

—Monica Knudsen

(Note: Perry Lott spent 31 years in prison and was released in July 2019 through the efforts of the Innocence Project.
This is the second of two articles on his faith journey. See May 2019 for Part 1.)



6 What is a fast tricycle?
A tot rod.

6 Why is the letter A like a flower?
Because a bee comes after it.



6 Why was the cafeteria clock always behind?
Because it went back for seconds.
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

June Saints and Days
01 St. Justin, Martyr;Memorial
02 Sunday of the Ascension of the Lord
03 St. Charles Lwanga and Companions;Memorial
05 St. Boniface;Memorial
06 [St. Norbert]
09 Pentecost Sunday
10 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church;Memorial
11 St. Barnabas; Feast
13 St. Anthony of Padua;Memorial
14 Flag Day
15 [BVM]
16 Sunday of the Most Holy Trinity; Father's Day
19 [St. Romuald]; Juneteenth
21 St. Aloysius Gonzaga;Memorial
22 [St. Paulinus of Nola;

Ss. John Fisher and Thomas More; BVM]
23 Sunday of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
24 The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist; Solemnity
27 [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
28 The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus; Solemnity
29 Ss. Peter and Paul; Solemnity
30 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time `





6 Why is a person who never makes a wager as bad as
a regular gambler?
Because he is no better.

6 Why did the city rat gnaw a hole in the carpet?
He want to see the floor show.

6 What has 18 legs and catches flies?
A baseball team.

Exoneree Rings
Kirk Bloodsworth crafts custom-made, hand-

crafted sterling silver rings for prisoners freed by the
Innocence Project. They are large, chunky, and
masculine; somewhat resembling a championship
Super Bowl ring. The idea for the ring was based on
a dream Bloodsworth had while in prison. In capital
letters it says, “Exoneree” or “Death Row Exoneree”,
depending on the sentence. There are 351 exonerees.
Each has a ring, including Perry Lott.
Kirk Bloodsworth was the first person freed by

the Innocence Project in 1993. He is a machinist
turned jeweler who now has his own jewelry
company called Blood Stones. He wanted to provide
others who had endured what he had, with a tangible
symbol of their struggle and triumph. The rings are
provided gratis for each exoneree.
Perry says, “This ring is the only rite of passage in

my entire life. It adorns, dresses and signifies “me.” I
am a man of not many sorrows but many memories,
friends and connections. Yet it is not about the ring.
It is a symbol to me, my soul’s rite of passage. I
made it. Praise God. Hallelujah.”

For further information and pictures:
www.innocenceproject.org or Google: How A Dream on
Death Row Inspired a Jewelry Movement for Exonerees .

fromGospel of Corpus Christi . . .
Then taking the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing
over them, broke them, and gave them to the

disciples to set before the crowd. They all ate and
were satisfied. And when the leftover fragments
were picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.

—Luke 9:16-17
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9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

Blood Pressure
Checks after
11 AM & 1 PM

Mass
this weekend

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal Seminar

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal Seminar

3:45PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

11:00 AM
Baptisms Eng. 11:00 AM

Baptisms Esp.

7:00 PM
Parish Council

Meeting

No Clinic Tonight
Clinic Tonight

6:00 PM
Social Ministry

Board

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

10AM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmCFather's Day

8 AM - 3 PM
Youth Group
Food Sales

6PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmA/B

12:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty

Adoration
11AM - 8PM

every
Wednesday

11AM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

7:30-9:45 AM
Totus Tuus

9 AM-3 PM
Totus Tuus

Totus Tuus
All Day

Totus Tuus
All Day

Totus Tuus
All Day

Totus Tuus
All Day

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery 5:30 PM

Stewardship
Meeting

6 PM Movie Nite BH
"BlacKkKlansman"

We provide pop
and popcorn!

5 PM
First Communion/
Confirmation

Picture Ordering
Mtg Rm A/B

5 PM
First Communion/
Confirmation

Picture Ordering
Mtg Rm A/B

5 PM
First Communion/
Confirmation

Picture Ordering
Mtg Rm A/B

5 PM
First Communion/
Confirmation

Picture Ordering
Mtg Rm A/B

3 PM - 5 PM
Health

Education BH
Diabetes

Confessions every
Wednesday at 7 pm and

Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office Open

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
School Office OpenPentecost

No Clinic Tonight

5:30 PM-7:00 PM
School Office Open

3:00 PM-5:00 PM
Organic Gardening BH

6:30 PM Emergency
Preparedness BH

5:30 PM-7:00 PM
School Office Open

Trinity Sunday

Corpus Christi

6:30 PM
Youth Group
in Youth Room

6:30 PM
Youth Group
in Youth Room
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There are many reasons the Church receives inquirers
to the faith, but among them one stands out: they are
now ready to respond in faith to God’s call to be a disci-
ple of Jesus. The Church has a long tradition of welcome
when these inquirers come to be one with us at the Table
of The Lord.
Among those who embark on this journey are persons

who may not have been raised in any Christian faith tra-
dition. They now seek to learn more about Jesus and be
baptized. Some have experienced the Christian tradition
as youths, but for whatever reason are not baptized. Still
some are already one with us in baptism through another
Christian tradition, but now seek full communion with
the Holy Roman Catholic Church.
As Church, we are eager to welcome and assist all who

are ready to respond to God’s invitation to faith and dis-
cipleship. For many, the path to full communion began
in their mother’s womb; but for some, it begins when
they encounter the living Body of Christ in the witness
of others. For these individuals, the path of their faith
journey will include a period of faith formation and cate-
chesis, leading to the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) during the Easter Vigil.
During this period of faith formation and learning,

these Catechumen (those seeking baptism) and Candi-
dates for full communion (already one with us in Chris-
tian baptism) explore a variety of faith-related topics that
comprise our Creed and define us as Catholic Christians.
Topics covered during formation include the following:
Divine Revelation, prayer, the holy Mass, the commu-
nion of saints; the Living Presence in the sacraments,
sacramental traditions, and the ministers and ministry of
the Church, Catholic moral and social teaching, and the
ministry of the Lay Apostolate.
Faith formation is also strengthened through involve-

ment with and within the St. Charles faith community.
Several times during their formation, the Catechumen
and Candidates are invited to join us in the Sunday cele-
bration where they are presented to the faith community
who pray for their continued courage and commitment to
know, love and serve God in solidarity with the Roman
Catholic Church.
Although the occasions where they gather with the

faith community are few in comparison to the many
weeks of study, they are nonetheless, a powerful witness
to the Holy Spirit marshaling a people committed to the
Gospel. These occasions also serve as encouragement to
these Catechumen and Candidates to continue in their



pursuit of the Easter Sacraments. This year, we wel-
comed nine new Catholic Christians to our community at
the Easter Vigil.
The beautiful mass and Solemnity of the Resurrection

of the Lord is the fulfillment of all they worked for, but
it is by no means the end of their Journey to discipleship.
While it is a joyous occasion in the lives of these adults
accepting God’s invitation and gift of faith, it is also a
joy to all those who have journeyed with and prayed for
them along the way. And, like children, they will depend
on the continued prayers and support of the faith com-
munity that led them to this point, so together, as one
people of God, sharing in His Eucharist, we will contin-
ue to build up the Kingdom of God.

— Deacon Bill King
A list of all who were brought into the Church this Easter will be

in the next issue.

Their Journey to be One at the Table
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We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter,
Sister Rose Marie Gallatin, Kathy Judge, Anne King, Deacon Bill King, Monica Knudsen, Father Macario,

Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Charlene Smith.

Humilitas
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Parish Life

New Parishioners-April
Jose and Roxana Rios

Jose and Dalia Guzman-Esparza
Ismael and Teresa Romo
Cesar and Mary Garcia

Anniversaries
June Anniv.
05th Mark and Marla Nix 37th
06th Brandon and Miriam Due 21st
09th Felix and Felicia Igbeka 18th
10th Daniel and Marilee Talbot 24th
16th Terry and Peggy Flinton 35th

Richard and Charlene Smith 29th
23rd Santos and Geneva Guerra 53rd
24th Mike and Carol Bertels 30th

Oscar and Maricela Hernandez 05th
26th Rick and Diana Harris 26th

Matthew and Kristin Mantell 15th
30th Horatio and Gabriela Avila 19th

Eric and Cherie King 21st

Deaths-April
Rev. Paul H. Gallatin

William Wehba
Theresa Cannady

Theodore (Ted) Dion

6 When is a green book not a green book?
When it is read.

6 When can't astronauts land on the moon?
When it is full.

6 Where did the bird go when he lost a feather?
The re-tail shop.

6 What gives you the power to walk through a wall?
A door.

Weddings-April
Angel Rodas and Gladys De Leon
Jorge Del Rio and Marta Gutierrez

Building a Culture of Conversion and Discipleship
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Archbishop Coakley’s new pastoral letter was
released on Jan. 25 and concludes with this prayer

by Pope Francis:

Mary, Virgin and Mother;
You, who, moved by the Holy Spirit,

Welcomed the word of life
In the depths of your humble faith:

As you gave yourself completely to the Eternal one,
Help us to say our own “yes”

To the urgent call, as pressing as ever;
To proclaim the Good News of Jesus.

Star of the new evangelization,
Help us to bear radiant witness to communion,

Service, ardent and generous faith,
Justice and love of the poor;
That the joy of the Gospel

May reach to the ends of the earth,
Illuminating even the fringes of our world.

Mother of the living Gospel,
Wellspring of happiness for God’s little ones,

Pray for us.

Amen. Alleluia!

Baptisms-April
Terry Gamble, Jr.

Mia Slate
Aria Troyer
Madison Ha

Aaron Perez-Moreno
Miranda Rodriguez

Bryant Flores
Ulices Serna
Cristian Tizol

COCOCOCOCOCO


